Expanded/Redefined Job Responsibilities

1) Core Duties

a. Experimental Support for Faculty:  The primary responsibility for the position has always been to provide technical assistance and support for faculty research within the department.  This will still be the primary role of the position.  However in order to minimize confusion should multiple faculty require assistance, the following has been proposed:

i. Submit a report upon completion of experimental procedures.  This report will include:  Detailed procedures with reagents (including manufacturer, catalog number and lot number) and equipment used, Data and clearly labeled results, conclusions from experiment.  Such a report will allow faculty to clearly determine what has been done should the person who performed the work be unavailable.

b. Departmental Reagent Preparation:  Common reagents such as calcium competent cells, plasmid preparations and bacterial growth media (plates), will be prepared and stocks maintained.  The available reagents will be placed on a web page for Biochemistry that will include location of materials, volumes of aliquots and links to manufacturers.

c. SOP/Student Training Supervision:  At present, SOPs for common procedures used in biochemistry laboratories are being created for placement into notebooks that will go into each Biochemistry laboratory and on the Biochemistry web page.  The initial few weeks of a student’s involvement in a research project will be dedicated to performing the SOPs relevant to their work.  The Core Scientist will be in charge of supervising the students during this time.  Once trained, variations on the technique and specific experimental details are the responsibilities of the mentoring PI.

i. This will provide the students an opportunity to get to know the Core Scientist and allow them to go to the individual for technical questions/assistance should the mentoring PI or research committee members be unavailable.
2) Departmental Roles
a. Biochemistry Teaching Laboratory:  With the increased enrollment projected for the Biochemistry courses, having a reliable individual to prepare the reagents and solutions necessary for CHEM525 as well as test the materials before the classes begin is essential.  The Core Scientist work space has been relocated to the Biochemistry Teaching laboratory in anticipation of this expanded role.

i. Willie has an excellent system in place to ensure that the General Chemistry laboratories run smoothly.  It might not be a bad idea for the Core Scientist to shadow Willie for a semester to gain some tips for preparing and organizing the reagents and setups necessary.

b. Biochemical Safety:  Many of the Biochemistry laboratories contain reagents (cells, enzymes, mutagens, teratogens) that traditional chemical training may not adequately prepare people for.  The Core Scientist will interface with Kathie and Willie and assume all aspects of safety and monitoring for the Biochemistry labs.  This includes:  Student training, eye wash inspections, clean up and sterilization of the common laboratory spaces, equipment checks, autoclave supervision and maintenance coordination, biohazardous waste sterilization and removal.

